Principal Message

Strategic Directions

My commitment to public education and
students in my care is guided by my
educational philosophy.

Wellbeing & Learning

We strive to maximise student potential
and prepare students for future learning
and beyond where they are empowered
to contribute to society with fairness,
tolerance, integrity and knowledge.
We are committed to nurture and
challenge students’ intellectual and
imaginative capabilities in a progressive
and diverse learning community that is
dedicated to delivering quality education.
We care for students with genuine
respect, enlightened discipline and
sensitivity. Student wellbeing is important
and every student is valued and provided
a safe, supportive and respectful
environment in which to grow and
develop.

We will provide an enabling school
environment where students are actively
connected to their learning, have positive
respectful relationships and experience a
sense of belonging.
Building Capacity
We will provide the most effective
teaching methods, with a high priority
given to evidence based teaching
strategies. Professional learning is aligned
to the school plan and its impact
measured and evaluated.
Leadership
The school leadership team will support a
culture of high expectations, collaboration
and professionalism, resulting in sustained
and measurable whole school
improvement.
Staff
2018
Principal
Ms. Jodie Treverrow
Assistant Principal
Mrs. Carolyn Tiley
Teachers

Vision Statement
Buronga Public School creates an enabling
environment where students are
empowered to embrace learning, achieve
their personal best and build their
emotional, social and physical wellbeing.

Mrs. Louise Olofsson
Mrs. Merren Cock
Mr. Thomas Denning
Mrs. Leanne Hunt
Mr. Greg Stewart
Mrs. Blanche Brown

Mrs. Jann Lawrence

Learning Times

Mr. Donald Robinson – Music

Morning session

9.00am – 11.00am

Learning Support & Wellbeing

Recess

11.00am – 11.25am

Mrs. Bernadette Hogarth

Middle session

11.25am – 1.00pm

School Administration Staff

Lunch

1.00pm – 1.50pm

Mrs. Sally Kogge

Afternoon session

1.50pm – 3.00pm

Mrs. Fiona Howard

School Assembly

Mrs. Colleen Harriss

A whole school assembly is held every
Monday at 9.10am in the Multi – Purpose
Room. We encourage parents and visitors
to attend and help us celebrate the
learning and school activities our students
are engaged in.

School Learning Support Officers
Mr. Swen Olofsson
Mrs. Jenny Selimovic
Mrs. Donna Ricardi
Aboriginal Education Officer
Mrs. Narelle Baxter

Sport
Sport is held on Friday. The time is
dependent on seasons and associated
weather.
Communication
The school newsletter is sent out every
second Thursday. The newsletter is
uploaded onto the school website.
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School information, calendar of events
and copies of notes sent out by the school
can be found on our school website. The
website is a great place to look to keep up
to date with what is going on at school
and to find those notes that sometimes do
not make it home.

School Hours

www.buronga-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au

9.00am to 3.00pm

Class teachers will send home notes
relevant to their particular class. All notes
from school will be on Buronga Public
School letterhead and approved by the
Principal.

Routines

Students may arrive at 8.30am when staff
will be available for supervision. Students
may not arrive prior to 8.30am. There will
be no school supervision prior to 8.30am.
Students need to be collected from school
between 3.00 and 3.15pm.

We hold an information evening early in
the year, where you have the opportunity
to meet class teachers and become

familiar with class routines and
expectations.
Curriculum

strong sense of meaning and purpose. At
Buronga Public School we foster learning
and engagement in a Future Focused
enabling school environment.

All Department of Education (DoE) Schools
are required to teach the content from the
following syllabus documents.

•

English

•

Mathematics

•

Science and Technology

•

Human Society and Its Environment
(HSIE) (History and Geography)

•

Creative Arts

•

Personal Development, Health and
Physical Education (PDHPE).

•

The use of digital technologies is
included in every stage of every
subject.

Best Start
Children come to school with different
levels of literacy and numeracy. Some are
familiar with books, can recognise some
letters, even write their name or count to
ten, while others have not yet learned
these skills.
Our school takes part in Best Start
developed by early learning experts in the
Department of Education and Training.
Best Start gives our teachers, and those
teaching Kindergarten across New South
Wales, a common set of high quality
assessment tools and professional
training.

Learning Programs
Student learning takes place in an
environment that fosters and develops
choice, accomplishment, positive
relationships, enjoyment, growth, health
and safety. Students are self-directed,
take initiative and grasp opportunity.
Students contribute to the learning of
other students and to the school
community more broadly. Students have a

We believe that Best Start will build on
the strengths of our teachers and give
your child an even better start to school.
Language, Learning, Literacy (L3)
The aim of the L3 program is to reduce the
risk of students across K/1/2 not achieving
expected outcomes and to extend the
knowledge and skills of early Literacy
learners beyond what we have
experienced in the past.

Students depend on quality teaching and
learning experiences to achieve expected
Literacy levels. Buronga staff are trained
L3 teachers and offer students explicit,
evidence based teaching practices where
they understand that learning may be
different for each student and
accommodate the differences.

physical activity and sedentary behavior.
Within this program Buronga explicitly
addresses fundamental movement skills,
healthy eating and nutrition, healthy
lunchbox information to parents and a
supportive environment that encourages
physical activity during recess and lunch.

Digital Technologies and Computational
Thinking (DTCT)

Sporting Schools
Buronga Public School delivers an explicit
Computational Thinking and Digital
Technology program. The program
incorporates challenge based learning
opportunities. Mr Greg Stewart delivers
lessons to all students, Kindergarten to
Year 6. Greg has participated in many
Professional Learning opportunities in
Sydney to support our program which
enables our students to have access to
expert teaching in a highly specialised
field. Students receive instruction in
Google apps, robotics and STEM and
experience with MAKEY MAKEY resources.
You can have a look at what MAKEY
MAKEY is all about at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rfQq
h7iCcOU
Live Life Well
Live Life Well provides curriculum learning
experiences regarding healthy eating,

Sport is fundamental to the
development and wellbeing of
children and young people.
Sport not only benefits children’s
physical health but plays a role in
developing confidence, social skills
and emotional wellbeing.
By focusing on having fun, having a go
and getting active, Sporting Schools
will provide children with positive
sporting experiences to help develop a
lifelong interest in sport.
During the Sporting School Program at
Buronga Public School, students have
access to trained coaches across a
range of sports, who deliver inclusive,
quality instruction and coaching.
As well as weekly Sport/Physical
Education opportunities, students at
Buronga Public School are offered a
number of additional activities
including:

dependent on student age and
development stage and ranges from
singing, movement, percussion, rhythm
activities to learning how to play an
instrument and being part of our
lunchtime band.
Engagement in music programs:
Enhances fine motor skills
Prepares the brain for achievement
Swimming and Water Safety Program

Fosters superior working memory

Swimming Carnival

Cultivates thinking skills

Athletics Carnival

Improves recall and retention of verbal
information

Cross Country Carnival

Boosts reading and English language skills

Inter School Sports

Boosts creativity

A variety of promotional sports days
hosted by outside sporting clubs and
agencies.
Nutrition/Cooking

Allows disengaged students to re-engage
with learning
Builds trust
Builds confidence
Builds resilience

Students are offered learning
opportunities relating to nutrition and
healthy life choices. Our aim is that
children learn positive food habits for life
along with a message of sustainability.
Part of this program includes growing
food in our vegetable gardens and using
what we grow during cooking lessons.
Music
Buronga Public School employs a specialist
music teacher who teaches music across
K-6. The content of our lessons is

Library
Students visit the school library with their
class teacher as part of the Literacy
program. The Library is open at lunch time
for students to simply use our facility or to
borrow books. Students are asked to bring
a Library bag to help keep our books in

good condition. Books are loaned for a
week. If students wish to extend this time
they are asked to bring the book back and
re-borrow. Your support in developing the
habit of regular borrowing, reading and
return of library books is appreciated.
Indigenous Cultural Program

authorised personnel. Enrolment forms
enable families to indicate their chosen
religion. If you prefer your child does not
participate in RI, simply send a note to
school and alternative lessons will be
provided. Once you have indicated which
Religious Instruction class your child will
be enrolled in they remain in that class for
the entire year. Once classes have been
established we do not change classes
throughout the year.
Enrolment

Students have the opportunity to engage
in a Cultural Program where a variety of
activities and learning activities are
undertaken.
Buronga Public School is committed to
increasing knowledge and understanding
of the histories, cultures and experiences
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
people as the First Peoples of Australia.

In accordance with DoE policy, families
living within Buronga are zoned to attend
Buronga Public School. Any variation to
this requires a discussion with the
Principal from the school where you are
zoned and with the Principal of the school
where you wish to attend.
Details of all legal custody and access
decisions relating to children must be
provided in writing to the school Principal
at the time of enrolment. Changes to
existing legal arrangements must also be
provided to the Principal as they occur.
Kindergarten Enrolment
Children who turn five prior to the 1st
August in that year are eligible to enroll in
Kindergarten. Children who turn five after
31 July will start school at the beginning of
the following year. We run an extensive
Transition program for Kindergarten
students enrolling at Buronga, including
an Open Day visit, followed by six school
visits during term four.
Policy

Religious Instruction
Families have the option of their children
participating in Religious Instruction (RI)
lessons of either Protestant or Catholic
denomination. These classes are taken by

All Department of Education Schools
operate under a number of policies. Some
of the policies you may wish to become
familiar with at Buronga Public School are:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Behaviour Code for Students
Anti bullying
Attendance
Wellbeing
Homework
Assessment & Reporting
Learning and Support
P&C Code of Conduct
Professional Development
Visitors in School

Student Representative Council (SRC)

Our school curriculum is designed to
include excursions for educational
purposes as well as to enhance your
child’s social and emotional development.
During excursions we emphasis the
importance of developing independence
and resilience.
We offer school performances and day
trips throughout the year to all students
with a small cost attached. We offer
payment plans for major excursions.
Our major excursions are:
3/4/5

Buronga Public School has an active SRC
comprising of Captains, Vice Captains and
class representatives from years 3/4/5/6.
SRCs give students the skills to create and
to implement, to lead and to follow, to
learn from mistakes and to succeed. Most
importantly, they give students the
opportunity to represent the views of
their peers, and to succeed in making
those views heard. Our SRC is also
involved in fund raising activities for the
school and community events and
celebrations.

Excursions / School Camp

•
•
•

Woodhouse Camp
Bendigo/Ballarat
Victor Harbour

Year 6
•

Canberra (interschool)

We also celebrate a variety of events at
school, where parents are encouraged to
attend and share your child’s learning
journey. Some of the events we will
celebrate this year include:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Book Week
Education Week
ANZAC Day
Fathers/Mother’s Day celebrations
Grandparents Day
Assemblies
Sporting Carnivals
NAIDOC Day
Curriculum Days
Artist in residence
Creative Catchment Programs
STOMP Dance
Presentation Night

Wellbeing
Our school Wellbeing Policy operates
under three sub-headings, Connect,
Succeed and Thrive. Buronga Public
School is highly committed to delivering
outstanding opportunities for students,
where we understand that the school
environment is pivotal to the growth and
development of our most important
assets – our children and young people.
Buronga Public School strives for
excellence in teaching and learning,
connecting on many levels and building
trusting and respectful relationships for
students to succeed.
We have a dedicated Wellbeing teacher
who assist students and families in a
confidential and respectful manner.
As part of our Wellbeing Policy, students
have access to our School Counsellor
through a referral process based on need.
Learning Support Team Policy

Uniform
All students are required to wear school
uniform every day. Wearing our school
uniform develops school spirit and
reinforces that we are a team working
together.
Uniforms can be purchased from the
school at the front office. A school
uniform list with prices is included in our
information pack or can be collected from
the front office.
Students are required to wear a school
hat during play times and for PE/Sport
lessons. Students who do not have a hat
are required to play in allocated shady
areas.
Kindergarten students receive a school
hat upon enrolment.

The learning support team is a whole
school planning and support procedure. It
is formed with the purpose of addressing
the learning support needs of students
through the coordination, development,
implementation, monitoring and
evaluation of educational programs. A
prime function of our Learning Support
Team is to ensure that the needs of all
students in the school are being met using
a three-tiered model of support
addressing universal, targeted and
intensive supports for students and
teachers. A key feature of our learning
support team is the facilitation of
collaborative planning between teachers,
support staff, parents and students. Our
learning support team also addresses
whole school need, teacher need and
student need.

Discipline Policy
Buronga Public School operates under the
Department of Education Student
Discipline Policy. We have firm procedures
in place to address inappropriate
behaviours and a clear, well implemented
anti-bullying policy. No forms of physical
violence or bullying are tolerated at
Buronga Public School. You can access
these related policies in full via a link on
our website or by contacting the school
office directly.
Positive Behaviour for Learning (PBL)
The PBL process is based upon a threetiered continuum and emphasises
analysing data to inform decision making,
and identifying, implementing and
evaluating evidenced-based practices that
improve the social-emotional and learning
outcomes of all students. It assists a
school’s leadership team to structure the
learning environment to support the
academic and social success of all
students.
PBL is a proactive instructional approach
to discipline, aiming to increase the
likelihood that students and staff are
responsible, safe, respectful and engaged
learners.
Implementation of PBL involves building
the capability of teachers to embed the
teaching and monitoring of socialemotional skills into the curriculum.
Teachers structure the environment so
that pro-social skills are used by students
more often. Systems to provide genuine
and informative feedback to students are
used. Strong emphasis is placed on
schools actively communicating with
families so a shared understanding is

developed and the PBL program is
supported.

First Aide

Buronga Public School has a designated
trained and accredited First Aid Officer.
First Aid Officer – Fiona Howard
Accidents
Students who have minor accidents at
school report to their teacher or
playground duty teacher who will refer
students to the first aid officer if
treatment is required. All treatment is
recorded and written notification is made
to parents.
At the beginning of each school year we
will send a permission slip asking for
permission to administer minor first aid to
your child.
In the event of a more serious accident,
the Principal will be notified, who will
then make contact with parents and call
an ambulance if required.
Illness
If students become sick at school, parent
contact will be made and parents will be
asked to collect students from school.

If you are unsure if your child is too sick
for school, refer to the A to Z “Too Sick for
School” pamphlet in our School
Information Pack or pick up a copy from
the front office. Generally, if your child
feels unwell, keep them home from
school and consult your doctor.
It is essential that the school has accurate
and up to date contact details for all
students to ensure we can provide timely
and comprehensive care for your children.
Medicine at School
The Department of Education advises that
medicines to be administered at school
require the approval of the Principal. Once
approval has been obtained, the medicine
(clearly labelled) together with written
instructions for its administration is sent
to and retained in the school office.
No medication of any kind, including
Panadol is to be kept in student bags.
Health Care Plan
If your child has any ongoing medical
conditions, including asthma, allergies,
anaphylaxis the school requires an up to
date health care plan, signed by your
doctor.
Eating at School
Buronga Public School does not have a
school operated canteen. If students need
to order their lunch they are able to place
an order at the front office. Our staff will
take the orders to our local supplier and
deliver lunches to the students. Lunch
orders are restricted to healthy options. A
list of food options is included in our
information pack or can be obtained from
the front office.

Buronga Public School P&C offers lunches
throughout the term on Friday. (Usually
every two weeks)
The P&C offer healthy lunch choices on
these occasions.
We ask that parents choose healthy
options for school lunch boxes and ask
that students do not bring
sweets/lollies/chocolate for recess or
lunch.
Lost Property
We advise that students do not bring
valuable items to school, including
electronics, toys, jewelry, cameras, cash
etc. We do not take responsibility for the
security of valuable items at school.
Students bring items from home at their
own risk.
Any property that is lost at school and
handed in is kept in the school office.
Parents and students are welcome to
search for lost items in the lost property
tub. At the end of each term any items
that have not been collected, will be used
for our school clothing pool or donated to
charity.
Please label all of your child’s school
equipment and clothing, enabling us to
return lost items.
Transport
We promote road safety at Buronga Public
School and ask for assistance in
implementing safe drop off and pick up
practices.
Our school crossing on Chapman Street is
flagged but we ask that parents and
students use caution when crossing the
road as it is very busy, especially at the
end of the school day. We ask parents of
students in K/1/2 that you collect your

children from the school grounds. This is a
much safer option for younger students.
If your child requires bus transport for
school the relevant information is
included in our information pack or can be
collected from the office. Application for
travel no longer comes through the
school. All applications now need to be
completed online or contact the bus line.
(visit transportnsw.info/school-students)
Parent Feedback
Parent teacher interviews are conducted
at the conclusion of Term One and Term
Three. During interview times you will
have the opportunity to discuss your
child’s learning with the class teacher and
provide input relevant to your child and
their learning needs and priorities.
Written reports are sent home at the
conclusion of Term Two and Four.
We encourage ongoing communication
between the school and home. The
stronger our relationship, the more
successful we are in providing relevant,
quality education for your child, where all
stakeholders share common goals and
expectations.

P&C are in close communication with the
school and therefore have many
opportunities to share ideas and opinions
that assist in planning and prioritizing the
way forward. The P&C are also engaged in
an impressive amount of fund raising
throughout the year. Our main fund
raising event is the well known Food
Festival that happens in Term four every
year. We have a dedicated team who
work tirelessly to make our Food Festival
the ongoing success that it is. The
fundraising efforts of the P&C help to
purchase a variety of equipment and
resources for the students who attend
Buronga Public School. Our P&C are
always looking for new member to join in
the rewarding work that is undertaken.
Our current P&C President is Mrs. Sarah
Hando.
Dates for P&C meetings will be advertised
in the school calendar that is sent home
early in term one.

Buronga Parents and Citizens Association

2018 Term Dates

Term 1-Tuesday 6 February to Friday 13 April
Term 2-Tuesday 1 May to Friday 6 July
Term 3-Tuesday 24 July to Friday 28 Sept

Buronga Public School has an active P&C
who support the school in many ways. The

Term-4 Monday 15 October to Wed. 19 D

New polo

$20.00 children’s sizes
$24.00 Adult

Original short sleeve polo

15.00

Long sleeve polo

$18.00

Zip Hoodie

$30.00

Crew neck jumper

$20.00

Girls Skorts – Navy

$15.00

Girls/boys mesh navy shorts

$12.00

Boys shorts – grey

$15.00

Boys pants – grey

$18.00

Girls/boys track pants – navy

$18.00

Bucket hats

$10.00

Beanies

$5.00

Scarves

$5.00

School bags

$45.00

At Buronga Public School, we are really proud of the school uniform and expect all children
to wear it.
It is the policy of the school that children are required to wear a school uniform. Decisions in
regards to our uniform have been made in the past to make sure it is serviceable, practical
and affordable. It is our intention that the wearing of the school uniform will:
·
Provide an economical and neat mode of dress for the children at our school.
·
Promote the identity of our school.
·
Help develop in children a sense of ownership and belonging in regard to the school.
·
Reduce unfair competition and discrimination arising from the ever-changing world of
fashion.
It is therefore the responsibility of the parents to ensure, to the best of their ability, that their
children come to school wearing the correct uniform. If for some reason, particular items are
not available on a given day, a note should be sent with the child. This will eliminate any
misunderstanding.
It is the responsibility of our entire school community to ensure that the uniform regulations
are enforced. However, understanding and compassion will be exercised when appropriate.
We expect all children to wear school uniform as followed:
Boys Uniform

Girls Uniform

Summer

Summer

•
•
•

•
•
•
•

•
•

Navy or grey shorts.
Buronga P.S polo shirt.
Year 6 students may wear their Year
6 polo shirts.
Sneakers or black shoes.
Buronga P.S bucket hat.

Winter
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

Navy shorts, skorts or skirt.
Buronga P.S dress.
Buronga P.S polo shirt.
Year 6 students may wear their Year
6 polo shirts.
Sneakers or black shoes.
Buronga P.S bucket hat.

Winter
Navy or grey trousers/tracksuit pants.
Buronga P.S jumper or hoodie.
Buronga P.S polo shirt.
Sneakers or black shoes.
Buronga P.S bucket hat.

Thank you

Positive Behaviour For Learning (PBL)

•
•
•
•
•

Navy trousers/tracksuit pants.
Buronga P.S jumper or hoodie.
Buronga P.S polo shirt.
Sneakers or black shoes.
Buronga P.S bucket hat.

At Buronga Public School we will be implementing PBL. The school will offer a number of information
sessions for parents and carers to keep you fully informed. Dates will be published in our first
newsletter in the term calendar.
We look forward to your participation in the sessions.

Positive Behaviour for Learning, known as PBL is an evidence-based whole school systems
approach that:
•
•
•
•
•
•

addresses the diverse academic and social needs of every student to support them
to be successful
supports students in early childhood settings through to senior years of schooling
enables schools to establish a continuum of supports that are intensified to meet
the needs of every student
is team driven, using a problem solving approach (data, systems and practices) that
engages students, parents and all school staff
establishes positive social expectations for all in the school community
provides a framework for the school and its community to collectively support the
wellbeing of every student.

When implemented well:
•
•
•
•

students respond positively as they have been taught what is expected of them
staff deliver consistent responses to student learning and behaviour
students feel safe and cared for at school. Their parents, family and community are
more involved in their school
unproductive and challenging behaviour can be significantly reduced for most
students.

on creating and implementing individualised behaviour support plans that are linked to the
universal system.

Buronga Public School creates an enabling
environment where students are empowered
to embrace learning, achieve their personal
best and build their emotional, social and
physical wellbeing.

